
BREW NEWS

Ever heard of the town of Hotazel in the far north 
of the Northern Cape? Well its name isn’t some 
curious coincidence – it can get pretty warm up 
there. And to celebrate the arrival of summer, 
Castle Lite has launched a fun giveaway. Every 
time the mercury tops 35 degrees in Hotazel, 
those who have signed up on the website stand a 
chance of winning a six-pack. The brand has also 
deployed an oversized cooler at Nelson Mandela 
Square in Johannesburg displaying the Hotazel 
temperature. When On Tap went to press, more 
than 40,000 giveaway codes had been dished 
out. To sign up, head to unlocklite.beer. The 
competition runs until the end of December.

South African National Beer Day marks its fifth anniversary in 
2021. The celebration of all things beer takes place each year 
on the first Saturday in February. Events will be added to the 
map at beerday.co.za, where packs will also be available for 
people to download and celebrate at home. The event has 
grown considerably over the years, from 50 events in 2017 
to almost 200 events held across the country in 2020. Most 
events are announced in January, although a few have already 
been confirmed including a beer festival at Barrington’s 
in Plettenberg Bay. The fest will feature breweries from the 
Garden Route and Eastern Cape. Tickets are R150, which 
includes a beer glass and 10 tasters. Entrance is free for 
kids and there’s a range of activities on offer to keep them 
occupied. Check out barringtonsplett.co.za for more info.
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NEW CONTRACT BRAND SEEKS 
TO BRING TOURISM TO TEMBISA

Although the 2020 alcohol ban wasn’t the ideal 
backdrop for launching a new beer business, 
it did at least give Sibusiso Skosana chance 

to strategise and finalise the concept of his 
new craft brand. Brewed under contract at 

Brewsters Craft in Johannesburg, 1632 
Crafts currently features a pale 

lager and a cider in the portfolio.
Named for the postal 

code of Tembisa, east of 
Johannesburg, 1632 Crafts 
has a strong sense of place 
and a strong pride in that 
place. “We saw there was 

a need for tourism in Tembisa,” says 
Sibusiso, who grew up in the area. “We decided 

to start by building a brand of craft beer and 
cider so that when the tourists come, they can sip 
on a local product.”

Sibusiso had previously been working in IT 
but had long had a passion for entrepreneurship. 
In 2018 he met Apiwe Nxusani-Mawela of 
Brewsters Craft and the plan to launch a beer 
for Tembisa was put into place. The beer was 
unveiled after the first lockdown, with tastings 

in Mamelodi, Soweto, Atteridgeville, 

Benoni, Rustenburg and of course in Tembisa, 
where the official launch will take place towards 
the end of the year. 

However, craft beer is just a small portion 
of Sibusiso’s vision. “The bigger picture is 
tourism,” he says. “We are opening a restaurant 
in Tembisa where the beer and cider will be 
available. We are also looking at building our 
own brewery in Tembisa within the next couple 
of years, where we can employ young people 
from the local area.”

The project is currently entirely self-funded by 
Sibusiso and his fellow director, Thabo Ndlovu, 
and the team is looking for outside investment. 
The beer and cider will be followed by a 
bottled gin and tonic in 2021, with the range 
available at select liquor stores, restaurants 
and via the Thuma Mina app. Check them 
out at facebook.com/TembisaLocalBeer or on 
Twitter and Instagram @1632Crafts.



BREW NEWS
NEW BREWS

Before the demise of the brewery in 2019, Metal Lane had won 
a loyal following. So fans of the brand will be pleased to know 
that ex-Metal Lane brewer Murray Middleton has launched a new 
venture. Jump Brewing is a contract brand based out of Devil’s 
Peak, where Murray worked for a while before moving to Europe 
earlier this year. 

“I was seriously sad when Metal Lane – a brand I built and 
loved so much – closed,” says Murray. “Then I managed to time 
leaving Devil’s Peak and not having a job perfectly with lockdown. 
I started feeling more removed from the craft industry that I loved 
so much, so I looked at ways of staying involved.”

And what Murray came up with was Jump Brewing, a gypsy 
brand focused on limited edition, once off beers. “I had always 
been inspired by the footage you see in the States of breweries 
with queues around the block for a seasonal release,” says Murray. 
“I also saw during lockdown how breweries were adapting to 
online sales. Over an incredibly short period of time, customers 
who would never otherwise have done online orders adapted.” 

Jump’s first release was a New England IPA (see review on 
page XXX), with the next beer planned as a Cryo-hopped lager. 
“My dream would be to give the people who buy the beer a 
list of possibly four beers to choose from for the next batch, 
and then whichever wins that poll, gets put into the schedule,” 
Murray continues.

Drinkers can expect a new beer every one to two months, 
conceptualised by Murray in Amsterdam and brought to life by 
brewers in Cape Town. “I’m pretty sure there will be a handful of 
people within the industry who won’t like what I’m doing and see 
it as a cop-out, but I’m enjoying it and hope the drinkers will do 
too,” says Murray. The beers are available online at jumpbrewing.
com or from Biggest Little Beer Shop in Cape Town. 

Buchanan’s Kole en Deeg 
Roosterkoek Ale 

(4% ABV)
A collab between Tulbagh 
based Buchanan’s Brewery 

and local restaurant Kole en 
Deeg, this could well be the 
world’s first beer that uses 

roosterkoek in the grain bill. 
Described by Buchanan’s 

owner Rod as “light bodied 
and sessionable”, the beer 
will become a permanent 
fixture at Kole en Deeg in 

2021. 

Soul Barrel x Kennel 
Brewery Black Oil 

(13.5% ABV)
This complex and chewy 

imperial stout was aged in 
bourbon and rum barrels for 

over a year and emerged with 
flavours of sticky bourbon, dark 
chocolate, liquorice, coffee and 

molasses .

Soul Barrel Ale of 
Origin (7.5% ABV)
One of Soul Barrel’s 

most ambitious projects, 
produced with 100% 

South African ingredients.  
It features malt from 

Caledon, organic wheat 
from Swellendam, hops 

from George, honey from 
the farm next door to the 

brewery and wild yeast 
foraged and isolated in 
Franschhoek.  Aged for 

18 months in oak, the wild 
ale offers flavours of ripe 

pear, honey and forest 
floor funk.  

Saggy Stone Black Brut IPA 
(5.2% ABV) 

The most recent addition to 
Saggy Stone’s Small Batch 

Series stays within the brewery’s 
recent brut range. As black 
IPAs tend to, it messes with 
the mind, offering drinkers a 

deep brown beer with none of 
the associated roasty flavours. 

Expect a crisp, thirst quenching 
pint with a punchy hop aroma.

Afro Caribbean Cake 
(7% ABV)

Fancy something for 
dessert but not much 

of a fan of actual cake? 
ACBC’s latest stout was 
designed to mimic the 
flavours of black forest 

gateau. The cherry notes 
are fairly subtle, allowing 
the dark malts to shine. 

A big, velvety mouth feel 
helps you believe you’re 
actually digging into a 

slab of cake.

Aegir Project Little 
Rouge (6% ABV)

The latest special release 
from Aegir is dubbed a 
golden sour. Four years 

ago, Rory Lancellas brewed 
a golden ale and then left 
it to its own devices in an 
oak barrel. The result is a 
sublime and delicate beer 
with notes of stone fruit, 

violets and a pleasant 
underlying funk.

Bosso Premium Lager 
(5% ABV)

Slightly sweet and definitely 
malt-forward, this is the first 

beer from new contract brand, 
Bosso Brewing Co. You’ll find 

the beer at select venues 
around Johannesburg and 

online at bosso.co.za.



In a year when closures could have become the 
norm, the South African craft beer industry has 
actually seen a lot of success. In fact, Juandre 
Jeptha, founder of Northern Bru Brewing 
Company, believes the lockdown actually had a 
positive effect on the brand’s launch. “We have a 
premium product that sells at a premium price,” 
he says. “The government’s prohibition of liquor 
sales during hard lockdown saw people willing 
to pay high prices for bootlegged liquor. In turn, 
this created a massive surge in demand. When 
we launched our first batch of Kuila Lager on 
Heritage Day this year, we sold out in a week, and 
sold out on our second batch within 24 hours via 
pre-orders.”

Brewed under contract at Dematech in 
Cape Town, Northern Bru is the country’s first 
coloured-owned craft beer brand, something 
that Juandre hopes will encourage others. “It’s 
a move into a market that we’re proud of, and 
we hope that other entrepreneurs are inspired by 
our business,” he says. “We would love to see 
transformation in the industry and hope to see 
product innovation and development regardless 

of race. Beer is a common denominator between 
all races.”

The brand launched with a malt-forward lager 
(see review on page XXX), which will be joined 
by a Weiss and an IPA in 2021. And while the 
beer is currently contract-brewed, Juandre – 
who brews at home on a 50-litre Braumeister – 
has plans to open his own facility in the future. 
“It is in progress but we discovered early on 
that setting up your own brewery is a process, 
especially from the legality end. We have 
premises in Blackheath that will be dedicated 
to the brewery, where we will brew small-scale 
and speciality beers. We will outsource our 
large-scale brewing during our fundamental 
years.” The big goal for 2021 is to find a home 
for Northern Bru in Kuils River, where the brand 
has been met with huge enthusiasm. 

Northern Bru’s Kuila Lager is available online 
via Mother City Liquors, and can also be found 
at Barbaroozos in Kuils River, Cattle Baron 
in Saxenburg and Skilpadvlei Wine Estate in 
Stellenbosch. Keep an eye on northernbru.co.za 
for updates on new beers and stockists.

Winners of the 2020 South African National Beer Trophy were 
announced on a virtual ceremony via Zoom, with Devil’s Peak’s 
Vannie Hout winning Beer of the Year. This year’s competition, 
which took place over several weeks in October and November, 
attracted 161 entries from around the country. There were 18 Gold 
medal winners and 29 silver medals awarded. The gold medal 
beers were:

SA’S FIRST COLOURED-OWNED BEER 
BRAND LAUNCHES IN CAPE TOWN 

The seventh annual SA National 
Homebrew Champs were held in 
November in both Cape Town and 
Johannesburg. Judged by 25 qualified and 
experienced BJCP judges, the preliminary 
rounds were judged at Afro Caribbean 
Brewing Company in Cape Town and At 
Hops End in Johannesburg, with the final 
round of judging taking place in Cape 
Town. Cape-based Stephan Marais took 
the top spot for the second year in a row, 

with his The Ancient One Old Ale wowing 
the judges. Second place went to Free 
State-based Ali Pita for Chichewa Black 
Imperial Stout, while third place went to 
former Southyeasters president Cameron 
Gray for his Flanders Red. 

Honourable mentions went to Stephan 
Price for Monkey Business (Belgian dark 
strong ale), Harm Voster for More Malty 
Methanol Apples (eisbock), Lee Carpenter 
for BBM (imperial stout) and Wouter 

Cronje for A Cronicle Festival (international 
amber lager). 

Lockdown had undoubtedly affected 
the competition, with just 54 entries in 
total this year suggesting that a lot of 
brewers had drunk their beers before they 
could submit them. The most popular 
style entered was speciality IPA, while the 
most unusual entry was an experimental 
22% ABV eisbock aged for five years on 
heavily charred oak.

CAPE TOWN HOMEBREWER WINS NATIONALS FOR SECOND YEAR RUNNING

DEVIL’S PEAK 
TAKES TOP SPOT 
AT NATIONAL 
BEER TROPHY

Devil’s Peak Brewing Co.
Vannie Hout (Best Speciality Trophy; Beer of the Year)
Mad Giant Brewery
Urban Legend IPA (Best Hoppy Beer Trophy)

Cape Brewing Company
CBC Pilsner (Best Light Beer Trophy)
Jack Black’s Brewing Co.
Atlantic Weiss (Best Wheat Beer Trophy)
Frontier Beer x Hazeldean Brewing Co.
The Haymaker Round 3 (Best Dark Beer Trophy)
The Franschhoek Beer Co. La Saison
The Franschhoek Beer Co. Liberty
Striped Horse Striped Horse Lager
Old Potter’s Brewhouse Plaas Japie
Jack Black’s Brewing Co. Skeleton Coast IPA
Hoghouse Brewing Co. Warthog IPA
Hazeldean Brewing Co. Apricot Sour
Darling Brew BraaiPA
Darling Brew Arrowhead
Richmond Hill x Afro Caribbean Bring it Back Session IPA
Cederberg Brewery Voetsek IPA
Cape Brewing Company CBC Pale Ale
Afro Caribbean Brewing Co. Pirate Porter



IN BRIEF

STASH BREWERIES CLOSES, EQUIPMENT FOR SALE
Stash Breweries, based in Sasolburg, has announced its closure. 
“We tried to push through and hoped that things would improve but 
that hasn't been the case,” said Stash’s Cuan Bishop. The brewing 
equipment, including a 1500-litre brewhouse, fermentation tanks, 
keg washer, keg filler and bottling line, is available for lease or sale. 
Contact cuan@stashbreweries.co.za for more information.

ROUTE 62 BREWING CO CLOSES DOORS
Based in Montagu in the Western Cape, Route 62 Brewing Co. 
has ceased trading. “Covid-19 has had a devastating effect on 
our tourism industry and we find ourselves in a situation where 
we have no alternative but to close our doors,” says owner Jon 
Hughes. The brewing equipment and building are up for sale and 
interested parties should contact Jon directly.

Cape Town based Hopman Brewery and Grahamstown’s 
Entrepid Brewing have joined forced to launch a collab taproom 
in Sea Point: kwench. “Our aim was to enable small breweries to 
access the market without the outlay of investment not possible 
on their own,” says Hopman’s Mike Davies. “By collaborating on 
more than a brew, we are able to take advantage of the strengths 
of all the breweries involved.” As well as beers from Hopman and 
Entrepid, kwench will have regular guest beers, with PE-based 
Richmond Hill having a permanent tap. The food menu is kept 
simple, focusing on wood-fired pizza. The beer and pizza pairing 
board is a great way to kick off your visit.

In a constant bid to be as 
environmentally friendly as 
possible, Mad Giant has 
launched a beer delivery 
service with reusable 500ml 
bottles. Think milkman 
deliveries, except better 
because these bottles are 
filled with beer rather than 
milk. Three of Mad Giant’s 
beers are currently available 
in the Extra Fresh initiative – 
lager, pale ale and IPA, with 

limited edition beers also 
included as they are released. 
Bottles are filled from tank 
and delivered the same day, 
ensuring super fresh beer. Beer 
prices start at R16 per bottle, 
plus a refundable bottle and 
crate deposit. Areas currently 
serviced include Bryanston, 
Blairgowrie, Melville,
Morningside and Fourways – 
check out Mad Giant’s website 
for more info.

Anheuser-Busch InBev, parent 
company to SAB, has invested 

R1.2bn in South Africa’s 
canning industry. AB InBev 
negotiated a deal with local 
can manufacturer Bevcan to 

export an additional one billion 
locally manufactured cans to 

its operations in South, Central 
and North America. Bevcan 
was severely affected by the 
lockdown alcohol ban and 

the investment will be a huge 
boost to the company.

Cape Town based Aegir 
Project has unveiled a loyalty 
card, offering discounts and 

other benefits. The Aegir 
100 card entitles holders to a 
10% discount on all draught 

beers at both Aegir taprooms, 
limited edition branded 

merchandise, a four-pack of 
special release beers each 

month and exclusive invites to 
special events. Membership 
costs R2950 for a year, with 
a limited number of spots 

available.

Continuing the popularity 
of cans as a preferred 

packaging format, a new 
mobile canning service 

has launched in KwaZulu-
Natal. Mobican will fill the 

mobile canning gap in 
the province. Beers – and 
other beverages – will be 
canned on a CraftCan15 
system from American 

Beverage Equipment. The 
setup fee is R1200, with the 

filling fee depending on 
volumes.

OPENS IN CAPE TOWN

BREWERY CLOSURES

MAD GIANT UNVEILS FRESH 
BEER DELIVERY SERVICE

LOCAL BREWERY & CO. SET TO OPEN IN 2021

Following the deep 
disappointment of having 

to cancel the festival in 
2020, organisers of Fools 
& Fans have announced a 
date for the event in 2021. 
The laidback festival, held 
in the Overberg town of 

Greyton, will take place on 
March 20th, with SA’s first 
national homebrew fest, 
dubbed Homebrewers 

and Harlequins, 
happening the day before. 

Cape Town’s Woodstock region is about to welcome 
another microbrewery. Following constant setbacks in 2020, 

Local Brewery & Co. is planning to launch early next year. 
The brewery will debut with a pale lager and will also offer 
contract brewing facilities at its stylish taproom, probably 

boasting the longest bar in South African craft beer.

COLLAB TAPROOM


